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NORTHEAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 

Columbia Basin Habitat Monitoring 
Northeast Region staff completed the first year of 
implementing the Columbia Basin Habitat Monitoring 
Program (CHaMP) in the John Day and the Upper 
Grande Ronde/Catherine Creek watersheds.  CHaMP 
is a coordinated Columbia Basin-wide monitoring 
program to assess habitat quality and quantity at a 
watershed scale.  NOAA Fisheries, Bonneville Power 
Administration, Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish 
Commission and others are working together on the 
project.   
 
This effort brings the “rotating panel” and spatially 
balanced habitat monitoring scheme adopted under 
Oregon Plan in western Oregon to eastern Oregon.  
This is a statistical sampling protocol intended to help 
track habitat condition over time at a landscape level.  
It will allow for comparison of the status of habitats in 
the John Day and Grande Ronde basins with habitat in 
other Oregon and Columbia Basin watersheds.   
 
This monitoring is a high priority for tracking progress 
of salmon and steelhead conservation and recovery 
efforts in the Oregon mid-Columbia Steelhead and 
Snake River chinook and steelhead ESUs.  It has been 
under development for nearly a decade and will 
hopefully address landscape level questions that have 
existed for more than 30 years regarding habitat and 
habitat restoration in salmon and steelhead recovery. 
 
Using the information collected as part of this project, 
habitat quality benchmarks will be established and 
current conditions will be characterized. Agencies and 
tribes will be using the information from this effort to 
reevaluate previous limiting factors analyses.  We will 
also be assessing changes in habitat conditions resulting 
from restoration actions and, most importantly, 
establishing relationships between habitat conditions 
and salmon and steelhead population performance.   
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Telemetry Collars 
Telemetry collars placed on animals can provide 
valuable information on animal movements, behavior 
and habitat use.  They are an important wildlife 
management tool. 
 
Many are familiar the conventional VHF collars (beep, 
beep, beep technology) that have been in use for more 
than 40 years.  These radio collars allow biologists to 
periodically locate animals either from the ground or 
aircraft.  Once the animal is located biologists can 
documents by hand where the animal is, what they are 
doing and the type of habitat it is using.  Much of this 
technology was pioneered in Northeast Oregon as part 
of the Bobsled Ridge Elk Habitat Utilization Study 
conducted in the early 1970’s.  Using transmitters 
developed and built by an Oregon Department of 
Forestry Radio Technician in his spare time and 
antennas made from lawn chairs and copper wire by 
Oregon Game Commission biologists, researchers did 
some of the first comprehensive work to evaluate what 
habitats elk use and how habitat manipulation affects 
this use.  
  
More recently global positioning system (GPS) 
telemetry collars have come into use.   These collars 
use GPS satellites to determine an animal’s location.  
Although substantially more expensive than a VHF 
collar, GPS collars provide specific locations of an 
animal, often on a nearly continual basis. This allows 
for detailed analysis of habitat use, daily and seasonal  
 
 
 
 



 
movements and behavior.  Unlike VHF collars, GPS 
collars do not require on-site monitoring to determine 
animal locations. 
 
GPS collars are power-hogs compared to VHF collars, 
limiting the life of the collar.  A VHF collar for elk may 
last 6 years while a comparable GPS collar only 1 to 3 
years, depending on the frequency of location attempts 
and precision required in the location.  Locations 
obtained by the GPS unit are stored on the collar and 
data can be down-loaded by satellite technology, cell-
phone, UHF link to hand-held devices or by physically 
retrieving the collar. 
 
GPS collars cost $2500 to $3500 and $12 per month 
for satellite download capabilities.  VHF collars cost 
$350.  GPS collars are not as durable as VHF collars.  
The ability of a GPS collar to establish its location is 
dependent on its ability to access the GPS satellites.  
This can be a problem when trying to track secretive 
animals that spend periods of time under cover when 
the GPS collar’s antenna can’t access satellites. 
 

 
 
Blue Mountains Elk Initiative  
The Blue Mountains Elk Initiative (BMEI) is a Federal, 
Private, State, and Tribal Partnership to manage elk in 
the Blue Mountains of northeast Oregon and southeast 
Washington. Formed in 1990, BMEI is recognized as 
the first elk initiative established in North America.  
With over 50,000 elk, the Blue Mountains support 
some of the highest elk populations in the nation.  
   
 BMEI partners include: USFS (Umatilla, Wallowa-
Whitman, Ochoco, and Malheur National Forests), 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon 
Access and Habitat Board, Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, Bureau of Land Management, 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, and Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation.  
 
BMEI recently completed its 22nd year of initiating, 
coordinating, and funding elk habitat restoration and 
improvement projects across 19 million acres of the 
Blue Mountains. In addition to the BMEI partners,  

 
project participants including private landowners, 
Counties, Tribal governments, Oregon Watershed 
Enhancement Board, Oregon Department of 
Agriculture, Oregon Hunters Association, Mule Deer 
Foundation, Ruffed Grouse Society, National Wild 
Turkey Federation, Foundation for North American 
Wild Sheep, USDA Natural Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS), National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, National Forest Foundation, Youth 
Groups, and  Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  
While not formally a member of BMEI these 
organizations provide funding or in-kind contributions 
for project work.   
 
Twenty-two FY 2012 project proposals were submitted 
for funding through the BMEI process.  Project 
funding comes from a variety of sources including:  
USFS Challenge-Cost Share ($118,000); Oregon and 
Washington RMEF PAC Funding ($279,850); Oregon 
Access & Habitat ($100,000); and the Blue Mountain 
Habitat Restoration Council ($22,000).  The total value 
of all FY 2012 project funding including matching 
funds was $1,494,985. Project proposals include 
prescribed fire, noxious weed treatments, access 
management, forage enhancements, juniper removal, 
aspen enhancement, elk research, and conservation 
education. 
 
BMEI has coordinated more than 400 elk projects 
effecting nearly 2 million acres of wildlife habitat in the 
region.  Over 80 partner agencies, organizations, 
corporations and individuals have contributed more 
than $6 million for elk habitat improvement and 
management, elk research, and conservation education 
projects.  
 

 
 
 
HIGH DESERT REGION 
Chip Dale, Region Manager 

Discovery of New Species of Tadpole Shrimp 
A rare species of tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus bilobatus) 
was recently discovered in Goose Lake in southeastern 
Oregon.  This discovery was the result of collaborative  
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efforts among ODFW, Oregon State University (OSU), 
US Geological Survey (USGS), and the University of 
Kansas during a survey to inventory endemic Tui chub.  
Three species of tadpole shrimp are now known to 
occur within Oregon.  Tadpole shrimp are related to 
fairy shrimp and can be an important food resource for 
migratory birds, amphibians, and fish.  Tadpole shrimp 
have existed for millions of years and are sometimes 
referred to as a living fossil.  They inhabit seasonal 
wetlands in arid and semi-arid regions of the world, 
with the cyst (e.g. eggs) life stage remaining viable for 
hundreds of years without water.  It is unlikely that they 
are a new introduction; rather, a new discovery of an 
existing species.   
 

 
 
Jefferson Mountain Goats 
Rocky mountain goats were released in Upper 
Whitewater River on the Confederated Tribes of the 
Warm Springs Reservation (CTWSR) late July 2010.  
Forty-five mountain goats were released by CTWS 
Natural Resources personnel, tribal members, and 
ODFW personnel.  Three mortalities occurred in the 
first week post-release; one probable cougar and two 
accidental falls.  The goats scattered after the release, 
but several returned to high elevations on Mt Jefferson 
country while several remained at lower elevations on 
both sides of the Cascade crest. 
 
The winter snowpack of 2010-2011 was one of heaviest 
in recent years (~140% of average) lasting well into late 
July.  In spite of the heavy snow conditions, no known 
mortalities of collared (or un-collared) goats have 
occurred.  Attempts to conduct herd 
composition/trend counts on foot in mid-August only 
yielded observations of three individual adult goats.  
Recently, an ecologist from Lane Benton Community 
College observed from an airplane a group of 12 goats 
on the southwest side of Mt. Jefferson.  Two of those 
goats were kids.  In addition, a tribal hunter observed a 
different group of 8-10 goats near the release site on 
CTWSR lands that possibly included three kids. 
 
During a December 2011 flight, all nine VHF collared 
goats were located.  One animal is on Castle Rock 
(Green Ridge, Deschutes NF) four are in upper 

Whitewater River basin near where several spent last 
winter in the vicinity of the release site, one on a rock 
outcropping (visual) in Mill Creek drainage on CTWSR, 
one is on a ridge at tree-line on the west side of Mt. 
Jefferson, and two are just north of Jefferson Lake 
(Deschutes NF) on a big south facing ridge.  Seven of 
the nine collared goats are in areas that provide good 
goat habitat.  The other two are in good spots but 
isolated from other goats. 
 
The Deschutes Wildlife District plans to conduct herd 
composition counts in July 2012 using a helicopter 
instead of ground counts.  Currently, ODFW and 
CTWS staff is exploring options to supplement the 
herd at the same location with approximately 20 goats 
from the Elkhorn Mountains in Baker County. 
 
 
SOUTHWEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 

Steamboat Falls Fish Ladder Improvement: 
ODFW is working with the US Forest Service, the 
North Umpqua Foundation, the Steamboaters and 
Pacific Rivers Council to improve steelhead passage at 
Steamboat Falls Fish Ladder.  This collaborative 
project is intended to reduce debris and gravel buildup 
in the ladder and facilitate improved fish passage.  The 
working group has secured funding from USFS, 
ODFW Fish Passage and Screens, ODFW R & E, and 
donations from conservation groups.   
 
Construction is planned for August of 2012. ODFW 
Engineering staff is designing the project and will 
oversee construction.  Improvements include cutting 
and slotting several ladder weirs and changing the 
height of the water intake port.  This will reduce the 
amount of gravel entering the ladder and improve 
gravel transfer through the ladder. The project will also 
add a training wall to divert water away from the top of 
the ladder and water control gates.  This will make it 
possible for staff to safely access the ladder earlier in 
the spring to clear debris, and will also provide the 
ability to control water flow in the ladder. 
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The Steamboat basin is one of the major holding and 
spawning areas for summer steelhead in the North 
Umpqua.  The improvements should provide steelhead 
with a wider window of passage through the ladder. 
 
Chetco River Volunteer Spawning Survey Project 
In an effort to improve the South Coast District fish 
survey data on the Chetco River, volunteers with the 
Oregon South Coast Fisherman (OSCF) STEP, 
students, and local guides have collected 1,400 fall 
Chinook scale samples over the past 4 years. The 1,400 
samples represent substantially more than the district 
had collected the previous 10 years.  
 
The project goal is to increase the sample size in the 
major Chinook spawning tributaries and on multiple 
reaches of the mainstem Chetco River. This fall and 
winter volunteers have collected over 300 samples with 
more sampling days scheduled. 
 
Volunteers are focused to provide quality data to 
determine the annual Chetco fall Chinook run age 
composition and hatchery/wild composition. The age 
composition along with the standard spawning ground 
survey data is used annually for estimating escapement 
and also the following year’s preseason abundance 
forecast. The abundance forecast will be used to set the 
Chetco River terminal fishery season (bubble fishery).  
 
During the last 4 years the local community has 
supported the scale sample project; more than 15 
different people have volunteered 700 hours to the 
project. The diverse group of STEP volunteers has 
taken pride in providing ODFW support on this 
important fishery management project.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

NORTHWEST REGION 
Steve Marx, South Willamette Watershed Manager 

Wendling TMA 
The first year of the Wendling Travel Management 
Area (TMA) recently concluded.  This TMA, consisting 
of approximately 130 square miles in the McKenzie 
Wildlife Management Unit, was in effect from the 
opening day of the general archery season through the 
end of the general rifle buck deer season.  This project 
was in cooperation with Weyerhaeuser, Giustina Land 
and Timber, and Giustina Resources.  The Access 
&Habitat program provided funding for a dedicated 
enforcement officer and the printing of maps.  The 
Emerald Valley Chapter of OHA provided volunteer 
labor for marking open roads as well as the 
construction and installation of kiosks. 
 
This TMA received a high volume of hunter use.  
Access points were staffed during the opening morning 
of general rifle buck season with 278 vehicles entering 
the TMA by 9:00 a.m.  Based on information gathered 
from a traffic counter at one of the access points, 4,600 
hunter vehicles entered the TMA during the general 
rifle deer and general rifle elk seasons.  Hunters were 
largely supportive of this TMA, especially since the 
project expanded access from weekends only to seven 
days per week in the majority of the project area.  The 
landowners were supportive of the project and 
reported a decrease in vandalism, road damage, and 
hunter disputes.   
 
Sauvie Island Angler Access  
Two fishing piers at Gilbert River and Big Eddy on the 
Sauvie Island Wildlife Area were recently repaired and 
brought up to ADA standards.  These projects were 
completed with the assistance of the Oregon Wildlife 
Heritage Foundation and the Restoration & 
Enhancement Board.  
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Wildlife Area Waterfowl Hunting 
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area Reservation duck hunting 
continues on a three day a week schedule.  Hunters 
participating in the hunt utilize the 15 hunt blinds in 
the East and West Coyote units on Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday mornings from legal shooting 
hours to 1pm.  The total harvest as of mid-December 
was 1,362 ducks, which is 63 less than the total from all 
of last year (reservation hunt only), and we are only 
through half of the hunts so far. Hunting on Sauvie 
Island Wildlife Area has also been very good through 
December. With 16 hunt days remaining in the 2011-
2012 Waterfowl season Sauvie Island harvest totals 
16,516 birds by 6,951 hunters, for a 2.4 birds per 
hunter average.  If the number of birds harvested 
continues strongly we have the potential to exceed the 
22,993 birds harvested during the record 1978-1979 
season, when the average was 2.2 birds per hunter.  
Low water conditions in the entire valley much of the 
season contributed to higher concentrations of birds in 
areas that had water available.   
 
INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Program Administrator 

Register for Hunter Education Online 
Oregon’s hunter education students can now register 
for a class or field day online or at any license sales 
agent or ODFW office that sells licenses and tags.  
Previously, students or their parents had to sign up by 
emailing or contacting class instructors directly. 
 
Oregon is the first state to integrate hunter education 
registration with its licensing sales system.  The new 
service will make it easier for students to register and 
pay for classes and will streamline the process for 
volunteer hunter education instructors and ODFW 
staff.   
 
Students can search for classes by county and find the 
time and location of those classes, how many spaces 
are still available in the class, instructor contacts, and 
any additional information about the class. Students 
also sign up for field days and are asked to provide an 
email address to receive updates or additional class 
information.  If a class is full, students can get on a 
waiting list.   
 
Registration is available online under the 
“Classes/Workshops” tab on the ODFW licensing 
sales website.  Students that have never purchased 
another license or tag from ODFW will first need to be 
assigned a Hunter/Angler ID number.  This will make 
it easier to determine whether students purchase a 
hunting license after taking the course.  Students  
 

 
without internet access can register for a class at any 
POS agent, including many ODFW offices, or by 
contacting the hunter education program staff.   
 
Currently, nearly 30 hunter education classes are posted 
on the ODFW website and licensing system. 
Registration for Bowhunter Education and Outdoor 
Skills workshops will also be available online and at 
license sales agents. 
 
Fishing Regulations – Mobile Updates 
Anglers can now get updates on closures, changes in 
harvest limits, or other regulation changes on their cell 
phone.  The 2012 Oregon Sport Fishing Regulations 
include QR codes that anglers scan with their 
smartphone if they want the latest information on a 
specific zone.  QR (or Quick Response) codes were 
created for each zone and are on page 45 of the 
regulations.  The QR code links directly to a mobile site 
with updated information on regulation changes.  This 
same information is available on the ODFW website, 
but has been reformatted for display on mobile phones. 
Anglers can also receive text messages when 
regulations change.  Anglers sign up for the service on 
the Sport Fishing Regulation Update section of the 
ODFW website.  They are given the option of being 
notified by email and/or text message. When the 
information on the website is updated, the 
GovDelivery service sends a text message or email 
notifying the angler that regulations have changed and 
that new information is available. 
 
Summer Steelhead Promotion 
The 2011 summer steelhead marketing campaign was a 
success.  The campaign targeted anglers in the Portland 
Metro area and encouraged them to take advantage of 
excellent summer steelhead fishing opportunities on 
the Columbia and its tributaries.  Despite challenging 
water and weather conditions, record numbers of 
steelhead were caught (41,000) and kept (24,973) from 
a run that was the fifth largest since 2001. 
 
Sales of fishing licenses and combination harvest card 
sales rose during the campaign. Between May and 
August, in the Portland Metro area, annual fishing 
license and combined harvest tag sales increased by 5% 
and10%, respectively over the five-year average.  In 
addition, annual fishing license sales remained strong in 
May, June and July.  Sales traditionally peak in May and 
decline through June, July and August. 
The summer steelhead campaign brought together a 
wide range of industry and government partners.  
Northwest Sport Fishing Association (NSIA), Travel 
Oregon, retailers, the Oregon State Marine Board and  
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ODFW collaborated on the marketing campaign which 
included:  
• Direct mail postcards sent to 19,500 anglers in 

Portland Metro area; 
• 36,000 inserts promoting summer steelhead sent in 

OSMB boater registration renewal notice.  
According to OSMB, the insert was mentioned as a 
reason for renewing boat registration.  OSMB also 
promoted summer steelhead fishing in its 
newsletter; 

• Grant’s Getaways episode “Summer Fishing”  
promoted summer steelhead; 

• Travel Oregon developed a Summer Steelhead web 
page, which included where to, how to, regulations, 
boat launches, etc.; 

• Fred Meyers promoted the summer steelhead web 
page in Father’s Day (6/19) newspaper insert and 
placed aisle cards for steelhead specific gear; 

• NW Sportsman posted blogs:  
http://nwsportsmanmag.wordpress.com/2011/07
/12/as-salmon-catches-fade-on-columbia-expect-
steelheading-to-pick-up/, 
http://nwsportsmanmag.wordpress.com/2011/07
/22/columbia-steelheading-on-the-rise/, 
http://nwsportsmanmag.wordpress.com/2011/08
/16/aug-columbia-steelhead-catch-already-a-
record/ ; 

• Alaska Airlines Magazine mentioned summer 
steelhead in its June issue.  The magazine averages 
more than 950,000 readers per month; 

• Summer steelhead was promoted on ODFW’s 
front page, Recreation report, Facebook page and 
Twitter page; and 

• Numerous television, radio and newspaper 
interviews, including Outdoor GPS segment with 
Jimmy Watts. 

 
Based on ODFW fishery manager forecasts, the 2012 
summer steelhead run is likely to be similar to 2011. 
ODFW is already working with its partners to develop 
a campaign for 2012. 
 
 
OREGON STATE POLICE FISH 
AND WILDLIFE DIVISION 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Division Director 

Superintendent Brown Retires 
Superintendent Chris Brown retired January 1, 2012 
and Governor Kitzhaber is appointing Deputy Supt. 
Rich Evans as the 12th Superintendent of the Oregon 
State Police pending Senate confirmation. 
 
Recreational Crab Season 
Recreational crabbers kept our Troopers busy prior to 
the commercial opener.  Over a two week period at the 

Hammond Boat Basin, Troopers contacted well over 
100 crabbers and issued multiple citations for No 
Shellfish License, Exceeding the Daily Bag Limit of 
Dungeness Crab, Unlawful Take of Female Dungeness 
Crab, and Unlawful Take of Undersized Dungeness 
Crab.  A total of 88 crabs were seized.  
  
Commercial Crab Season 
Commercial crabbing season opened for most of 
Oregon on December 15 and so far compliance has 
been pretty good.   However, Trooper O'Connor and 
Trooper Herman responded to multiple complaints of 
a local crab fisherman using illegal pots and other 
alleged commercial fishing violations while patrolling 
the Pacific Ocean near Arch Cape with the P/V 
Guardian.  The troopers located a string of the 
fisherman’s crab gear and determined that the string of 
gear contained eight pots that were not in compliance 
with the crab gear regulations.  All of the eight pots 
were retrieved and seized as evidence.  The fisherman 
was later contacted and cited for Unlawful Use of 
Commercial Crab Gear to wit: Improper Release 
Mechanism, Unlawful Use of Commercial Crab Gear 
to wit: No Buoy Tag, and Unlawful Use of Commercial 
Crab Gear to wit: No Pot Tag. 
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